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ARLY BIRDS ROOST at the door of
the land office in Battleford (facing
page) to ensure first pick of new tracts
opened for settlement in the early
1900’s. While many immigrants relied on
agents hired by the Canadian Govern-
ment, otherscameinresponse to advertise-
ments and traveling exhibits (below).

Alongside them at the land office were suc-
cessful homesteaders who could file to buy
anadditional quarter section after mesting
the first claim’s requirements—part-time
tenancy and thirty acres of ground breken
within the first three years.

Not everyone found it a promised land.
About half the Doukhoborsleft in disgrun-
tlement at policies they felt infringed on
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by their leader, Moses Barr. But most
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